Introduction
Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), especially gonorrhoea, have reached epidemic proportions in the United States of America, the incidence in 15 Self referral increased from 65% of patients in 1972 to 74% of those in 1982. The number of cases exceeded the number of patients as an average of 1* 2 diagnoses per patient was made in each year. More than one specific diagnosis of STD was made in 14% (1972) and 8-4% (1982) of the patients. Table II shows that the prevalence of syphilis, gonorrhoea, trichomonal vaginitis, infection with herpes simplex virus (HSV), and genital warts was almost the same in the two years. Table III shows that the largest absolute increase in attendances over the decade was in the diagnostic category "other conditions" excluding syphilis, Table IV is an analysis, using problem orientated categories, of the miscellaneous collection of diagnoses which comprise "other conditions". 
